SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
A historical perspective, a concept used rather a lot
in this book, is an attitude which, explicitly in the
works of philosophers and almost unconsciously in the
moral intuitions of the masses of men, justifies and gives
momentum to the historical changes through which
society passes. Action and thought, feeling and
philosophy, are all to be considered as one organic
historical unity. Perspectives emerge in history as
attitudes without which certain tasks could not have
been accomplished or, in the absence of which, different
tasks would have been attempted. Fundamentally, on
this interpretation, men do not act in one way and
think in another. Their views of the universe derive
from situations in which, at various times, they happen
to find themselves. If this be not the case, if ideas
simply occur in vacuo^ or descend from the sky, or
spring straight out of a detached "consciousness," or,
in Hegelian fashion, "work themselves out" like plants
growing in a purely spiritual soil, then mind and
matter must belong to different orders of existence.
This latter view, implying a mysterious independence
of thought from action, mind from matter, is excluded
from this book. My interpretation of historical fper-
spectives, therefore, is materialist. Every historical
perspective, including that of Soviet Communism,
must be regarded not merely as a product of human
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